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“Collecting Non-marine Mollusca®
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There are fow plaoea where nc melluscs are found at all, and little

more is required beyond patisnce and a keen eye in order to find them. The
collector soon becomes hardengd to the silly qusstiona of curioun onlookarc.

o Most places will produce snails and glugs of some sort, but since
they regquire molsture in order to survive, the damper places are usually
thope whioh yield living molluscs, and it is eminently desirable o collect
" them slive, though note should be made of dead shells of apecies not found _
living. Because of thiz need of wmoisture, damp weather is the more propitiuas
for collecting, and the evening the best time of day, as ths quarry is then '
- on the move. Snails and slugs come out in great numbers after rain, btut if
rain is fslling at all heavily remain undsr cover as the water dilutes their
mucus secretions snd mskes it difficnit for them to ¢rawl., Some apecies,
such &8 Helicipone lapicida, are virtually impossible to find during dry

- weather. PFew analls will be found in winter, as mosit of them are hibernating,
though slugs will appear during a mild spell and Viftrina sre usually found :
slive only et this time of the year. In spring there will be neny snails but
fow adulis; the larger shells will more often have soft lips, indicating
that growth hes not been completed. In summer and autusn the mmber of
adults will progressively incressa, The British species of Helicella do not
mature until the autumn, when they can be found abundantly in suitable
hsbitata. _

' Any place with herbage ip worthy of inrastigation. Treas_phuuld

. ‘be examined, especially if they have rough or loose herk. Fallen logs,
“branches and sven small twigs will produce snails, which also live under

stonea. All these should be caxrefully replaced after sxamination, Stone

-~ walls hgve their molluscan inhabitants, and so do brick ones if covered with
ivy or oreepsrs, Old brick walls, if built with mortar and not cement, o
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often support small spesion amongst the decayed mortar, which is rioh in
lime. Dead leaves in woods snd hedges are often rich in snails, and many
of the smaller species will only be faund in any numbers Yy taking home
bags of leaves, drying and aifting them. Here a lens will be a necessity.
Flood rubbish will yield both luznd and aguatic species, and tha gardener's
rubbish hesp should not be neglected, especially if dumped on waste land,
sinve most snzils and aluge feed on decaying vegetable matter, Other
places where molluscs may be found are chalk downs, limestone moorlands,
cliffa, querries and chalk pits, while sand dunes by the gea have their
own feuna., Margshes and fens unless scid have many anails, Darkness, a
torch and = damp night ave esgentials for some species of slugs. Tes :
may sometimes be found in the gardenm, sesking the worms on which they feed.
With Milpx a method, usually not meeting with approval, is %o leave root
crope in the ground tov long.:

- The squipment raquirad includes tins and glase tubea an containers,
Two-cunca tobacco tins are particularly useful, but should be washed and
dried after use or they will become rusty and mark the shells. A pair of
wesk forceps is vequired forxr the swmaller snalls, and & sheet of white paper
ox plastic is useful for shaking out grass rcots when searching for
subterrancan spscies such as Cecilioides, which can also be found in ent
hille, DPlastio or materisl bags are needed for dringing home ithe leaves.
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In seerching far aquatic snails anﬁ bivalves no. piece of water, :
however unsavounry it may look, should be neglected. Rivers, canals, strsams,
ditches, ponds and lakes sll need attention: neither should temporary ponds -
or muddy patchas vhich have held water he overlooked. In fast-flowing
atreams moest of the snails will be found at the sides where the current is
less, and rivers and streams with a gocd growth of water weed are ususily
more productive than those without. The mud or gand at the bottom will

often yleld bivalves both large and small. The reeds along the margins
aocommodate amphibious species and their swampy bases are worth searching.

: As containers, stoppered jars, as well ss tins and tubes, are .
usefvl, A fing-meshed scoop is nseded. A five~inch kitchen strainer, the

“horns" removed with a hacksaw, is most useful, and probably preferable %o

a net, for, vhile not catching any more, it is easier to examine, being of

firmer dexture. It can easily be fixed with wire to & suitable handle, and

being cheap, can be readily replaced. The handle should be from three to

four feet long, tut for deeper waier some extension is desirable. Chimney-

swaep's rods come $0 mind, as they oan be screwed together and dismantled

ad roquirad. Whllingtons oY waders a&ﬁ to the oomfort of aQuatie sollecting,

ral R ké.

It hes already heen mtated that most sorts of places yield molluses,
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but obviously some yleld more than othera. Genasrslly, habitats on ocalcareous
soil are more productive than those on acid soil. Wooda on chalk or
limestons ave richer than thoss on gravel or clay; vhile pine woods are fre-
quently guite berren, not because ansils partioulsrly dislike pine trees, but
becavse they grow more usually on zcid =zoil and there is geldom any grounmd
flora in which the snalls can find shelter and mojsture. It is, therefore, a
temptation %o collect in the "good" places and neglect the "bgd" ones. This
is shown only to0 well in the Conchologicel Society's Census Records. The
serious colleotor visits every sorxrt of place, otherwise he camnoct know
sorrectly the kinde of places in which sneils will live, and hie collection
1w111 not give s true pleture of molluacan distribution.

The most important pieces of eguipment to be carried by any :
collector are notebook and pencils, for collecting without recording is a
waste of time. If & snail ocannot be ldentified on the spot, this can he done
. at home, but notes should always he made in the field. They should de =28

~ detailed sa possible, containing descriptions of habitats with associated

. plantss where in the habitat the snails were found, e.g. on plants, on the
ground, under leaves and so on. Notes on egg~-laying, feeding and other
activities should be added. The time of day, weather conditions and, of
course, the date are important. It is as well to label containers with
reference to the notes, and molluscs from different habitata should be kept
apart., Finally, the locality must be given, and this should include the Orid
Reference, so that a map is another essantial.

When the material ¢olleoted has been sorted, identified snd recorded,
it is suggested that & Uensus Record Card should ba filled in and sent to the
. Recorder, Dr. M.P. Kerney, Deparitment of fieclogy, Imperial College, Prince
Conasort Road, London, S.W.7., from whom casrds can be obtained. When this has
been done, the collector canm feel that he has achieved something very much
- worth while, and has made a real conxribution to our knowlsdge of the Britiah
Kom~marins Mollusca.
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